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Because, in Italy, as in all enslaved countries, there exist no ele-
ments by -which to judge and select the man possessed of sufficient
virtue, energy, constancy and knowledge of men and things, to enable
him worthily to govern and direct the destiny of twenty-six millions
of men. He could only be proved worthy by the experience of many
years of vicissitude, during which he had passed uncontaminated
through those trials and situations most calculated to corrupt; and
during that period of trial the insurrection would require a government
and an administration.

Should the idea of an individual dictatorship be generally accepted,
it might place the supreme power, perhaps a crown, at the disposal of
the first soldier favoured by fortune in battle.
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Republicanism in Italy

A Republic (respublica, or the thing of the people) is the national
government in the hands of the nation itself.

It is a government by laws -which are the true expression of the
national will, in which the sovereignty of the nation is recognised as
the ruling principle of every act, the centre and source of all power.

It is a state of unity in which every interest is represented according
to its numerical strength ; in which all privilege is denied by law, and
the merit or demerit of the act is the sole rule by which rewards or
punishments are dealt out; in which all taxes, imposts, tributes, and
every restriction upon art or industry are reduced to the minimum
amount, because the expenses, exigencies, and numbers of the ad-
ministrators of the government are upon the most economical scale
possible; in which the tendency of the institutions is chiefly towards
the benefit of the most numerous and poorest class ; in which the
principle of association is evermore developed, and the path of in-
definite progress laid open by the general diffusion of instruction, and
the abolition of every stationary element, and every form of immobi-
lity ; finally in which the entire society, united in strong, calm, happy,
and solemn concord, shall be even as a temple erected upon this earth
to virtue, liberty, progressive civilisation, and the moral law; over
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